An active abattoir survey was conducted from January to May, 2015 
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facilities in the public health sector. The significance of PCC as a serious agricultural and public health problem have been documented by various authors (Karshima et al., 2013 , Waiswa et al., 2011 , Phiri et al., 2003 . Information on the prevalence of PCC in Ghana is scanty. This study therefore seeks to investigate the prevalence, direct financial losses and likely public health implications of PCC in the Kumasi metropolis of Ghana.
Materials and Methods
This study was conducted in the Kumasi metropolis which is located 265 km north of Accra and is the capital of the Ashanti region of Ghana with an estimated population of 2,035,064 (Ghana Statistical Service, 2012). The study animals were pigs brought for slaughter at the Kumasi Abattoir company 
Results and Discussions
The results for the prevalence of PCC in the Kumasi metropolis are shown in Table 1 . The prevalence rate ranged from 1.56 % in May to 3.04 % in April. The overall prevalence for the study period was 2.31%.
All the positive cases of PCC were recorded at KACL. These findings are similar to a prevalence of 3.2% in the Adamawa state, Nigeria (Biu and Ijudai, 2012) .The overall prevalence is considerably lower than a previous report of 11.7% by Permin et al (1999) The prevalence of PCC in slaughtered pigs in the Kumasi Metropolis by sex is presented in Table 2 . reported that cross bred pigs were 72% more likely to be affected by PCC than the local breeds. Biu and
Ijudai, 2012, reported that in the Adamawa state of Nigeria, PCC infection was higher in the Hamspshire breed (3.5%), followed by native breeds (3.3%) and absent in the landrace breed (0%) . These findings seem to suggest a breed susceptibility to PCC. Economic losses incurred due to PCC are presented in Table 4 . During the study period a total of 51(1.25%) carcasses were totally condemned, while 44(1.07%) were partially condemned. The total annual slaughter for pigs (7622) was calculated as the average of slaughter figures for the period 2010-2014. The financial loss incurred due to condemning a pig carcass weighing 90 kilogram's was estimated to be GHc 1080.00, while the loss per partially condemned carcass was GHc 20.00. The total direct financial loss due to carcass condemnation was calculated as described by Ogurinade and Ogurinade, 1980 (Table 4) . This amounted to GHc104, 528.11 (29,035.59 USD) (1 USD=3.6 cedis at the time of writing this report). This value is lower than of 559,945 euros due to PCC for Ghana as reported by Zoli et al (2003) .The reason for the difference in financial loss is due to the period of estimation and prevalence rate used. The former value was conservatively calculated for the whole year using a prevalence rate of 11.7 % (Permin et al., 1999) .
In other studies, Praet et al (2009) estimated that the total annual cost due to human cysticercosis and PCC was 10,255,202 Euros. PCC was responsible for 4.7% of this total cost. According to Nkwenguilila
